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VILLAGE LEVEL STUDIES METHODOLOGY
1st Generation Data 
























































• DEVELOPMENT  
   PROGRAMS
• HEALTH AND SHOCKS




































will be added 










requestData distributed via CDsDATA ADVANCEMENTS
DEVELOPMENT INVESTORS ICRISAT core donors USAID funding Bill & Melinda Gates  
Foundation
CGIAR Research 
Program on Policies, 
Institutions and 
Markets 
USAID UK ODI (Overseas 
Development In-
stitute) 
World Bank and 
Oxford University
EU 
The	voices of the poor are generally not heard	when	high	level	
decisions	 are	 made	 for	 policy,	 investment	 and	 development	
actions.	Understanding	the	people and	the	on-the-ground	
realities	are	important	to	create	pathways out of poverty.	VLS	
does	this!
•	 A	unique	dataset	collected	all	year	round	by	full	time	
investigators who live in the villages
•	 Longest time series panel data
•	 Most in-depth understanding of	any	village	level	
dynamics
•	 First and only meso-level data	collated	for	the	countries	
covered




“The Goose laying Golden Eggs”























IN INDIA AND 
BANGLADESH
(2009/10 – 2014/15)
+ MESO-LEVEL DATA (AT DISTRICT AND STATE LEVEL)
Using VLS methodology, plus:
+ MAINSTREAMED GENDER INTO  
   VLS METHODOLOGY



























































6 to 42 villages

































Science with a human face
About ICRISAT: www.icrisat.org
ICRISAT’s scientific information: http://EXPLOREit.icrisat.org 
LEADING TO IMPACT
“The other datasets I have used are no match for VLS.”  
Sunil	Kanwar,	Assistant	Professor,	Delhi	School	of	Economics 




“It is hard to think of any other 
data set in development economics 
that has been as influential  








VILLAGES USED FOR ON-
FARM EXPERIMENTS
20	projects	tested	technologies	and	practices	
-	 real situations 
-	 with baseline data	already	available
-	 on-farm data already available	for	feasibility	analysis
-	 relationships already built	with	an	environment	of	trust	
with	the	village	people
•	 Broad bed and furrow technology was	adapted	to	suit	
the	on-farm	environment	and	
	 was	adopted	by	the	farmers.




•	 World first pigeonpea hybrid developed	by	ICRISAT,	
was	tested	in	VLS	villages.	(2008/9)
“One of the main contributions of renewed VLS is the 
ability to evaluate the way new technologies fit into the 
entire farming system. The contribution of the earlier 
panel provided analytical power to address some of these 
















	 -	 ICRISAT’s	breeding	program	incorporating	traits	useful	 
	 for	fodder
	 -	 establishment	of	ILRI	and	ICRISAT	collaborations
	 -	 a	new	program	on	crop-livestock	linkages	introduced	 
	 at	ICRISAT	(early	1990s)
•	 Major global programs established: VLS	data	was	
used	as	a	baseline	in	the	development	of	the	Program	
Proposals	of:	
	 -	 CAPRi	(CGIAR	Systemwide	Program	on	Collective	 
	 Action	and	Property	Rights
	 -	 Harvest	Plus
	 -	 the	CGIAR	Research	Program	on	Policies,	Institutions	 
	 and	Markets.	
“The detailed information collected by VLS is better than 
any other data sets I have used” Emmanuel	Skoufias,	Lead	
Economist,	World	Bank
“These are the only data sets in the world with which it is 
possible to study in depth impact of seasonal and annual 
variations in agricultural output and labour demand on 








•	 Commissioned to develop the IFAD India Strategy 
opportunities paper.	(2005-11)
•	 Inputted into the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
India strategy	refresh.	(2011)
“…some of the most influential articles in empirical 
development use this dataset on themes such as nutrition, 
technology adoption, tenancy contracts, activity choice, 




•	 Crop and weather insurance schemes were 
introduced:		VLS	risk	aversion	data	was	used	in	the	
debate	leading	up	to	this.	(1975	to	early	1980s)
•	 Parliament ruled to keep Common Property 









•	 VLS meso-level data now the standard used by the 





•	 More than 300 scientists and scholars spent 1-3 
months at ICRISAT learning the research methods and 
insights about	the	village	level	dynamics.	(during	the	1st	
and	2nd	level	generation)
GLOBAL USE OF THE DATA
•	 Strong research use	of	the	data	-	during	2011-13:
	 -	 350	unique	users	from	18	countries
	 -	 150	students	and	200	researchers	and	development 
	 practitioners
	 -	 70	PhD	students
•	 Many publications produced	from	the	data
	 -	 over	150	research	papers 
-	 36	doctoral	dissertations
	 based	on	the	empirical	analysis	of	VLS	data	in	India	and	Africa.
•	 Over 10,000 citations by	2008 
•	 Useful for many issues
